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Inaction Yes, friends, it’'s that time of year
again. The time when we celebrate the birth
of the perfect little baby boy and realize
that we will be doing it all over again in a
few years when the perfect little baby girl
arrives. That's right, the time when | feel
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compelled to explain to everyone within
earshot that | know | am going to have to go
through this again and that | really do wish |
could do it right now. This baby thing is
hard! You see, for the past few years | have
been trying very hard to do the right thing.
And | have been very good at it. No more
babies! For years, | have gone around
telling people that | have never wanted to
have children. | told friends and
acquaintances. | told co-workers. | told my
parents. My mother-in-law told the nurse at
the hospital where we both had our babies
(a story for another time). | told a couple of
people | knew well, as well. But | never
mentioned my name to anybody. Every
year, | was trying to do the right thing, and |
never had the joy of telling anyone that |
was now, in fact, a real person who had
lived a real life who would now be going
through a very real dilemma. | told a few
people who would not be surprised by it. |
told a couple of people who might be upset
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If they found out. My family members were
kind, and they never asked. My husband
was excited when he found out, because it
meant | was really going to do the right
thing. For the first time, we actually felt like
parents, and | felt better about myself than |
ever had before
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